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Recent Events  

New Jersey Econom ic Forecast  

The blustery fall weather brought about a great 
turn out for the Novem ber 14th General 
Mem bership Luncheon, which was capped by 
an interest ing and som ewhat whim sical out look 
on New Jersey’s econom ic status by Mark 

Vitner, Senior Econom ist 
for Wachovia Bank. Mr. 
Vi t ner , a nat ionally 
renown speaker on the 
econom ic forecast ing, 
covered a wide spect rum 
of econom ic indicators, 
not ing that there are 
m ixed signals com ing 
from var ious sectors of 
the econom y as to 
whether or not we are on 
the rebound. I ndicators 
such as t he Gross 

Nat ional Product , housing m arkets and the 
nat ional unem ploym ent levels generally reflect 
an im proving econom y, even though m ost 
businesses are quick to retort that they “are 
not seeing it in their business” . Mr. Vitner 
highlighted som e aspects of the current clim b 
back from recessionary t im es as being different 
from that which we exper ienced in the 80’s and 
90’s, not ing the m ajor difference is the state’s 
populat ion explosion in recent years, which will 
keep the housing m arket stable. And who 
would have believed that one of the best 
econom ic forecast ing indicators could be a 
“ d e a d 
chicken”? A 
s p e c i a l 
thanks goes 
t o Mar k 
Vitner, who 
t raveled all 
t he way 
from North 
Carolina to 
br ing us an 
enlightening overview of our econom y, and for 
doing so in such a unique fashion.                                    

  

Upcom ing Events  

January 9, 2004 
General Mem bership Luncheon 

Woodlake Count ry Club, Lakewood 
11: 30 a.m .  

February 20, 2004 
General Mem bership Luncheon 

The Breakers, Spr ing Lake 
11: 30 a.m . 

 

At the Holiday Season 
our thoughts turn 
gratefully to those 
w ho have m ade our 
p r o g r e ss p ossib le . 
There is no t im e m ore 
fit t ing to say THANK 
YOU and to w ish you a 
Happy Holiday Season 

http://www.modc.com
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Com m it tee Reports  

Cultural & Tourism 
(Mike Redpath, Chair) 

Descr ibed by one of the Cultural & Tour ism Com m it tee 
m em bers in at tendance as “som ething from a holiday 
post card” , the scene surrounding the Manasquan 
Reservoir Environm ental center was indeed perfect . 
The recent snowfall painted a winter wonder land 
picture outside, as the com m it tee sat warm ly inside 
working their way through a busy agenda. After a br ief 
presentat ion by Laura Kirkpat r ick, of the Monm outh 
County Parks Departm ent , and an update of regional 
tour ism issues, the com m it tee m oved through a busy 
agenda of projects that are in the works for 2004. 
Som e of the topics of projects include m arket ing/ public 
relat ions cam paigns in the effor t to educate people on 
the value of arts and tour ism to the local econom y, as 
well as how clean the local waters and beaches are. 
The basis behind the lat ter project is, in part , the Blue 
Wave program that has been in existence for the last 
co u p l e o f 
years, and is 
shedding a 
n e g a t i v e 
im pression on 
t h e N e w 
J e r s e y 
shoreline as 
having clean 
a n d s a f e 
beaches. Also 
on tap is a 
f o l l o w - u p 
CHAT event , 
which m ay be planned in conjunct ion with the release 
of these public educat ion cam paigns to at t ract m ore 
publicity. The com m it tee is also st ill working on the 
possibilit y of br inging a couple of our colleges and 
universit ies together to assist in creat ing a database of 
tour ism inform at ion that would be helpful to the 
count ies and tour ism related ent it ies in developing 
m arket ing and expansion plans for their area. The 
Cultural & Tour ism Com m it tee will be host ing the Apr il 
16th general m em bership luncheon and will be t rying to 
secure and speaker and program by the next m eet ing, 
on a date and place to be determ ined.  

Econom ic Developm ent  
(Steve Juliano, Chair)  

With the holidays approaching, and a change in venue, 
the Econom ic Developm ent Com m it tee drew a slight ly 
m ore int im ate crowd to their Novem ber 21st m eet ing, 
but an am bit ious one none the less. After a num ber of 
sub-com m it tee updates and som e discussion on 
upcom ing object ives, the group jum ped r ight into the 
pr im ary focus of this m onth’s m eet ing – planning for 
“ sm art growth” init iat ives and ways in which MODC 
can be a part of how this statewide effor t com es 
together. I t was decided that we would be best suited 
to play the role that we perform best , which is that of 
an advocate and educator. The com m it tee is prepar ing 
to develop a panel discussion sem inar for the m orning 

of their May luncheon which will t ie in with the 
luncheon program speaker. A keynote speaker, and a 
panel consist ing of representat ives from var ious state 
agencies and other interested part ies will be 
established, with the object ive of providing inform at ion 
from all sides of this som ewhat cont roversial subject . 
To m ove this day long project along m ore efficient ly, 
an ad hoc com m it tee was form ed to begin the process, 
and will be m eet ing in the next couple of weeks to 
begin planning. The next regular com m it tee m eet ing 
will be on Decem ber 19th at the New Jersey Natural 
Gas Com pany, Wall.  

Energy & Environm ent 
(Genevieve Boehm , Chair)  

The Energy & Environm ent Com m it tee took to the road 
for their Novem ber 25th m eet ing, and m et at New 
Jersey Natural Gas Com pany in Wall for their business 
m eet ing and a presentat ion by Bob Kudr ick of NJNG on 
their recent ly unveiled solar energy installat ions. Bob 
provided an overview of the two solar projects that 
NJNG com pleted with 
solar installat ions, one 
resident ial in Neptune 
and a com m ercial unit 
on the gas com pany’s 
service center in Wall. 
The resident ial system 
i s s u p p l y i n g 
approxim ately twenty-
five percent of the 
hom e’s elect r icity, and 
t h e c o m m e r c i a l 
installat ion provides close to ten percent of the power 
usage in the NJNG building. The success of these 
renewable energy system s is a t r ibute to the advances 
being m ade in this technology in recent years, and is 
just a taste of things to com e in the field of green 
energy. The com m it tee devoted som e t im e to reports 
from m em bers regarding the pending rule changes for 
the state’s affordable housing dilem m a, the new sm art 

growth init iat ives and 
the proposed cross 
accept ance pr ocess 
t hey ar e w or k ing 
t ow ar ds, an d an 
awar eness program 
developed by Mike 
Weinstein and the NJ 
M a r i n e S c i e n c e s 
C o n s o r t i u m 
h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e 

dangers of r ip t ides in New Jersey ocean waters and 
how to m inim ize the threat from them . The com m it tee 
also discussed plans for their February luncheon 
program , and the March sem inar, “Perm it t ing 101” 
that is in the works. There are a num ber of site visits 
being planned, and a few com m it tee presentat ions in 
the next few m onths. The next scheduled m eet ing is 
on January 27rd.    

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Non- profit 
(Tony Chiar iello, Chair)  

On yet another of their popular road t r ips, the Non-
profit Com m it tee m et at the Ronald McDonald House in 
Long Branch. To the delight of all of those in 
at tendance, Mary Ann Mart in, Chair of the Board, and 
Debbie Cini, Execut ive Director, provided an histor ical 
overview of the House, one of over two hundred now 
in existence. There could be no m ore perfect of a 
ret reat for anxious parents and fam ily m em bers who 
have children in local hospitals for extended per iods of 
t im e. The subdued, yet fr iendly atm osphere of the 
House is undoubtedly a welcom ed com fort to parents 
and siblings who need to spend t im e with children 
confined to nearby hospitals or undergoing regular 
t reatm ents for life threatening ailm ents. Kudos to the 
ent ire staff, and count less volunteers, who m ake this 
facilit y a t rue blessing to those who are dest ined to 
take advantage of the Ronald McDonald House’s 
services. The com m it tee discussed details of an 
upcom ing sem inar planned for January that will deal 
with Annual Fundraising Cam paigns, som ething that so 
m any of non-profit m em bers m ust deal with regular ly, 
but are not always in tune with the best m ethods of 
conduct ing them . Addit ionally, the March luncheon will 
be hosted by this com m it tee, and a num ber of 
potent ial speakers and topics are being researched for 
fur ther discussion at the next m eet ing, which will take 
place on Decem ber 18th at the MODC office.  

Technology 
(Bill Eventoff, Chair)  

Com m it tee m em bers devoted m uch t im e to 
discussions on their m arket ing st rategies at the 
Novem ber 17th m eet ing, and set plans in m ot ion for 
ways in which MODC can collaborate with other 
technology organizat ions around the state. Once we 
have com piled the necessary m aterials to be used for 
prom ot ional purposes, we will look to som e of our 
potent ial partners to assist in get t ing MODC into the 
appropr iate venues to m arket our region and the state 
as a good place to do business. The com m it tee also 
discussed their upcom ing luncheon in January, where 
Dr. Roy Vagelos will be the featured speaker. 
Suggest ions for a spr ing sem inar were also on the 
agenda, which appears to be form ing into a free 
standing ser ies of panel discussions wrapped around 
an exhibitors forum for technology related businesses. 
The next com m it tee m eet ing is tentat ively scheduled 
for Decem ber 15th, however, a confirm at ion is st ill 
pending on a proposed speaker for the program which 
will be done in conjunct ion with the Econom ic 
Developm ent com m it tee.   

W ELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Mr. Arthur  Gallagher, President, Gallco Enterprises, Inc., 
55 Leonardville Road, Belford, NJ, 07718, Phone:  732-495-
8988, Fax:  732-495-8284, E-mail:  artvg@gallco.net                      

 
Program Com m it tee Meet ings  

(Note: m eet ings are held at the MODC office unless 
otherwise indicated)              

Dec 17  Business Growth & Developm ent , 8: 30 a.m .              
Dec 18  Non-Profit , 8: 30 a.m .              
Dec 19  Economic Developm ent , 8: 30 a.m .                           

NJNG, W all                                                       

MODC W EB SI TE ADVERTI SI NG  

MODC now offers banner advert ising on our 
w eb site . The banner is located at the top of 
our hom e page and is available as an 
anim ated or fixed banner, w ith a hyperlink 
to your ow n w eb site hom e page. I f you are 
interested in m ore details on this great 
advert ising opportunity, please contact Ben 
W aldron at the MODC office, or go to w w w .
m odc.com . 

I f you are interested in learning m ore about the 
m ission and object ives of MODC’s program com -
m it tees, click on the follow ing w eb address link: 
w w w .m odc.com / involved.htm l. 

http://www.modc.com/involved.html


“New Jersey’s Universit ies” 
Drivers of Econom ic Growth 

Friday, January 9, 2004 
Woodlake Count ry Club, Lakewood  

Dr. Roy Vagelos 
Ret ired Chairm an of the Board & CEO, Merck & Co., I nc. 

Chairm an of the Com m ission on Health Science, Educat ion & Training and the 
Com m ission on Jobs Grow th & Econom ic Developm ent  

Sponsored by New Jersey Coastal Com m university  

Presented by MODC’s Technology Committee  

W ith the econom y recovering, New Jersey is exam ining w ays to further econom ic grow th and build an econom y that 
can com pete nat ionally and internat ionally. I m m ediate steps can be taken to st im ulate near- term grow th, how ever, the 
long term com pet it iveness of our econom y depends on st rengthening the nat ional com pet it iveness of our research 
universit ies. This recognit ion led to a 2 0 0 2 com m ission recom m endat ion to rest ructure Rutgers University, the 
University of Medicine and Dent ist ry of NJ and the New Jersey I nst itute of Technology to achieve this goal. Dr. Vagelos 
w ill be providing luncheon at tendees w ith an update on plans for realigning and st rengthening our research 
universit ies, as w ell as the progress of the Com m ission on Jobs Grow th & Econom ic Developm ent .   

11: 30 a.m .  Networking Recept ion    
12: 00 p.m .  Luncheon        

1: 00 p.m .  Guest Speaker: P. Roy Vagelos, M.D. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I ’d like to m ake _____ reservat ions for the January 9, 2004 Luncheon 
Cost : $30.00 MODC Mem ber/ $35.00 Non-Mem ber  

__I ’d like to reserve a display table @ $25.00 (m em bers only) . Set up t im e is 10: 30 - 11: 00 a.m .  

Enclosed is m y check for $_____ m ade payable to MODC.   

___Visa ___M/ C #     ____Exp Date_______ Total Charge $______    

NAME            

 

Entrée __________

   

COMPANY           _____

  

ADDRESS           _____

  

PHONE            _____

  

GUEST NAME(S)        _

 

Entrée __________

            

_______

  

Entrée __________

  

Entrée Choice: # 1 Chicken Breast w / Apple Stuffing      # 2 Flounder Francaise   

Fax or send reservat ions to: 
MODC, 2520 Highway 35, Suite 205, Manasquan, NJ  08736, FAX  (732) 223-1516; e-mail: staff@m odc.com

 

Or register on our website:  www.modc.com

 

(Click on the following link to register: ht tp: / / www.modc.com / 010904.htm l)  

Direct ions: From North -GS Pkwy exit 91 Lakewood/ Br ick; stay r ight after toll booth and proceed to 5th t raffic light–Rt . 88; Turn 
r ight on Rt . 88 West and proceed to 1st t raffic light . Turn r ight on New Hampshire Ave. Woodlake is the 2nd ent rance on the r ight . 
From South -GS Pkwy exit 90; take jughandle at 1st light & turn left onto Chambers Bridge Rd; proceed to Rt . 88 and turn left onto 
Rt . 88 West . Cont inue as above to New Hampshire Ave.   

  

Please call (732) 223-MODC for any special accommodat ions 

http://www.modc.com
http://www.modc.com/010904.html

