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Recent Events  

Novem ber 1 9 , 2 0 0 4 
General Mem bership Luncheon 

“The Changing Face of Com m erce & 
Tourism in New Jersey”  

The m uch ant icipated presentat ion by recent ly 
confirm ed Secretary of New Jersey Com m erce 
and Econom ic Growth Com m ission, Virginia 
Bauer, was certainly worth the wait . Secretary 
Bauer delighted the audience at the Novem ber 
19th general m em bership luncheon with her 
warm personality and references to her hom e 
count y of Monm out h t hroughout her 
com m ents. She im m ediately dispelled any 
suggest ions that the nam e change of the 
com m ission that is slated to becom e the NJ 

C o m m e r c e , 
Econom ic Growth 
a n d T o u r i s m 
Com m ission is only 
c o s m e t i c . 
Recogn izing t he 
im portance of the 
tourism indust ry to 
the econom y of our 
st a t e, Secr et ar y 
Bauer noted that it 
is deserving of an 
elevated stature in 
state governm ent . 
She also referenced 
a n u m b e r o f 
changes in the 

Com m ission’s approach to business at t ract ion 
and retent ion, which is going to becom e m uch 
m ore hands on. Ut ilizing the var ious field 
represent at ives, and upgrades to the 
Com m ission’s phone system and web site, 
Secretary Bauer wants to be m uch m ore 
interact ively involved with the business 
com m unity. NJ Com m erce is also aligning 
them selves m ore closely with other state 
agencies, such as DEP, DCA, EDA, etc. which 
will enable the Com m ission to m ake sure that 
businesses are taking advantage of all of the 
available program s that are in existence, and 
get t ing through the paperwork and red tape 
that som et im es becom es an obstacle in 
keeping and at t ract ing business to New Jersey. 
With a new logo about to be released – “New 

Jersey Works For You” – it looks like the new 
Secretary and CEO of New Jersey Com m erce is 
well underway to accom plishing m any of her 
goals. We wish her m uch success.   

Decem ber 2 , 2 0 0 4 
‘Business After Hours’ 
Jersey Shore Council,  

Boy Scouts of Am erica, Tom s River                            

Upcom ing Events  

January 21, 2004 
General Mem bership Luncheon 

Crystal Point Yacht Club 
4000 River Rd. at Rt . 70 , Pt . Pleasant  

February 8, 2004 
‘Business After Hours” 

Plat inum Tit le Agency, I nc. 
1930 Highway 35, Suite 5, Wall  
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Com m it tee Reports  

Business Grow th & Developm ent 
(Steve Bum bera, Chair)  

The agenda for the ever busy Business Growth & 
Developm ent Com m it tee keeps growing, and the 
group devoted quite a bit of their t im e at the 
Novem ber 17th m eet ing looking at future program s 
that they could roll out for the spr ing. With a num ber 
of after hours events already planned through next 
sum m er, the com m it tee will focus on som e sem inar/
workshop type events, and are looking at possibly 
partner ing with the NJ Departm ent of Labor to present 
som e of their hum an resource t raining program s. The 
last t im e we collaborated on present ing som e of their 
t raining m odules it was a successful event . MODC will 
reach out to the DOL to see which of the program s 
they are offer ing would be available to MODC to 
custom ize for our venue, and we will look to put 
som ething together for ear ly spr ing. The next 
com m it tee m eet ing will be on Decem ber 15th at the 
MODC office.  

Cultural & Tourism 
(Mike Redpath, Chair)  

The Cultural & Tour ism Com m it tee cont inued to draw 
new faces to their m eet ing on Novem ber 30th, as they 
m et at the MODC office for the first t im e in recent 
m onths. Various com m it tee m em bers provided 
inform at ional updates on the Shore Region Tour ism 
Council’s act ivit ies, and Mike Redpath com m ented on 
the progress of the planning of next year ’s Governor’s 
Conference on Tourism . There was som e discussion 
regarding this com m it tee’s interest in present ing som e 
type of custom er service t raining program s in the 
Spr ing. There are a num ber of different opportunit ies 
here, including a collaborat ive effor t with the Business 
Growth & Developm ent Com m it tee to present som e 
program s by the NJ Departm ent of Labor that have a 
service related focus. This com m it tee cont inues to 
work on a web site based public educat ion project that 
will provide visitors to the site a list of links for 
inform at ion on water quality inspect ions, beach 
closings, visitor inform at ion, etc. Som e addit ional 
inform at ion is needed to com plete the pr im ary pages 
of the site, and they will be ready to go live som et im e 
after the first of the year. This com m it tee will be 
host ing the Apr il 15th general m em bership luncheon, 
and an invitat ion is being extended to Curt ish Bashaw, 
of the Casino Reinvestm ent Developm ent Author ity, to 
be the guest speaker and provide a sum m ary of the 
Sum m it at the Shore program s CRDA has been 
facilitat ing. The next m eet ing will be on January 18th.   

Econom ic Developm ent 
(Steve Juliano, Chair)  

Despite the im pending Thanksgiving holiday, a loyal 
group of Econom ic Developm ent Com m it tee m em bers 
at tended their m eet ing on Wednesday m orning, 
Novem ber 24th, and efficient ly handled the agenda 
item s on hand. Bonnie Goldschlag provided a br ief 

update on the MOM Passenger Rail project , not ing that 
the DEI S should be com plete in ear ly Spr ing. The 
concern st ill exists that NJ Transit will not provide any 
indicat ions of a preferred alignm ent as a result of the 
DEI S, so interested part ies will be looking to at tend the 
Board of Directors m eet ing of NJ Transit in Decem ber 
to quest ion them in this regard. There was som e 
discussion regarding a piece of legislat ion pending in 
the Senate and Assem bly that deals with assessm ent 
fees to developers who are consider ing building hom es 
in a m unicipalit y that will im pact the school system . 
After a num ber of concerns with the bill were brought 
up, it was decided to approach one of the sponsors to 
get a clar ificat ion on the bills before MODC takes a 
posit ion. Steve Juliano updated com m it tee m em bers 
on the results of the Econom ic Developm ent Focus 
Group m eet ings, and indicated that an ad hoc group 
will be m eet ing in ear ly Decem ber to determ ine what 
the next steps will be. This com m it tee has also 
assum ed responsibilit y of the February 2005 luncheon 
program , and Caren Franzini, of the NJ Econom ic 
Developm ent Author ity, will be the guest speaker for 
that event . The next m eet ing will be on Decem ber 17th 

to avoid conflicts with the Chr istm as and New Year 
holidays.  

Energy & Environm ent 
(Genevieve Boehm , Chair)  

All the chairs were full at the Novem ber 23rd Energy & 
Environm ent Com m it tee m eet ing ( I guess the word is 
out about MODC’s great coffee) and the group was 
quite vociferous for an ear ly Monday m orning m eet ing. 
There was plenty of good inform at ion to share, 
however, and num erous com m it tee m em bers added 
content to the “ two m inute topics” port ion of the 
agenda. There was som e discussion on the Dredging 
Sum m it that was held this past October in Wildwood, 
and it appears as if there is a dem and to repeat a 
sim ilar program here in the Monm outh-Ocean area. 
The com m it tee will look at possibly present ing such an 
event in April or May of 2005. The group also 
discussed the Coast Day Program , and an appeal went 
out to recruit involvem ent from this com m it tee, as well 
as the Cultural & Tour ism Com m it tee, in rolling the 
2005 Coast Day event out next October. After a review 
of this m onth’s “ relevant reading” book, Beast in the 
Garden, by Victor Coppola, the com m it tee reviewed 
plans for their January luncheon program , which will 
feature Larry Downes, of New Jersey Natural Gas 
Com pany, as the speaker. The next regular com m it tee 
m eet ing will take place on Decem ber 21 at the MODC 
office.  

Energy & Environm ent Eco- Tour  

While the weather outside was fr ight ful, Mother Nature 
cooperated long enough for MODC Energy and 
Environm ent Com m it tee m em bers Ray Stenger, 
Melissa Danko and Genevieve Boehm , to enjoy a 
kayak eco- tour of the Great Bay Wildlife Managem ent 
Area in Tuckerton, Ocean County, NJ on Septem ber 
28th. Rusty Draper, owner and operator of First Br idge 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Marina, and tour guide Angela Anderson taught the 
group about salt m arsh educat ion, bird observat ion, 
the im portance of the m arshlands and our eco-system , 
the type of m ater ial that com prised the bot tom of the 
m arshland, even which plants were edible; a healthy 
breakfast was had by all! Skept ics m issed out on a 
wonderful 
day on 
t h e 
w a t e r , 
but this 
event will 
s u r e l y 
t a k e 
p l a c e 
again in 
t h e 
Spr ing so 
that m ore 
M O D C 
m em ber s 
can learn first -hand about our coastal eco-system .  

Governm ent Relat ions 
(Jack Sahradnik/ Tom Hayes, Chairs)  

An alternat ing date of m eet ings seem s to be working 
well with som e com m it tee m em bers, as we see a few 
different faces around the table as we m ove m eet ings 
between Thursdays and Mondays. Assem blym an Dave 
Wolfe started the m eet ing off with som e com m ents on 
the changing clim ate in Trenton, and a lengthy 
discussion ensued about a num ber of issues that are of 
interest to the Monm outh/ Ocean region. The 
com m it tee also discussed how to proceed with the 
proposed legislat ive forum , and decided that a less 
form al recept ion m ight work best for the first one, and 
we could look to integrate m ore issue related act ivit ies 
into future forum s as they becom e m ore recognized as 
a viable event for legislators and elected officials to 
at tend. I t was also suggested that the forum s should 
have a them e that would set it apart from num erous 
other legislat ive recept ions. There was som e discussion 
on the current status of BRAC, and it was suggested 
that we m ight invite a representat ive of one of the 
support groups for the m ilitary bases to at tend an 
upcom ing com m it tee m eet ing to provide us with som e 
m ore detail on where the com m ission stands on BRAC 
for our local bases. The com m it tee also cam e up with a 
num ber of suggested speakers and program s for the 
Monm outh ELC m eet ings for the first half of 2005. 
With the holidays fast approaching, the com m it tee 
decided to look at January 24th for their next m eet ing 
date.   

Non- profit 
(Tony Chiar iello, Chair)  

Another “ road t r ip” m eet ing for the Nonprofit 
Com m it tee took place on Decem ber 1, this one at the 
offices of Am per, Polit ziner & Mat t ia, thanks to the 
generous hospitality of Tony Faugno. The com m it tee 

devoted m uch t im e to discussions on their upcom ing 
event in January, which will be a second in a ser ies of 
lect u r es on 
n o n p r o f i t 
related issues. 
The featured 
presenter will 
b e J o h n 
M c I l q u h a m , 
President and 
Publisher of 
the Nonprofit 
Tim es who will 
be addressing 
the topic of 
“ t r e n d s i n 
giving” , and the relat ionship between the corporate 
and nonprofit com m unit ies. I t appears that these 
lecture program s are being well received, and the 
com m it tee is discussing the cont inuat ion of them into 
next year with addit ional topics added to the list of 
proposed program s. The com m it tee is also working on 
a program and speaker for the March luncheon which 
they will be host ing. I n view of the approaching 
holidays, the next m eet ing of the Nonprofit Com m it tee 
will take place on January 6th at a locat ion to be 
determ ined.  

Technology 
( Bill Eventoff, Chair)  

A num ber of new faces were around the table at the 
Novem ber 15th Technology Com m it tee m eet ing, and 
everyone jum ped r ight in with both feet as planning 
began for a new sem inar/ workshop that will replace 
the recent ly postponed event . A tentat ive date of late 
January is under considerat ion for a som ewhat scaled 
down version of the or iginal sem inar, which will focus 
on just one ( rather than 2 or m ore) of the topics that 
were requested by respondents to last year’s 
technology survey. Addit ionally, it was suggested that 
the com m it tee consider present ing a series of shorter 
sem inars and workshops, rather than one program 
which would consum e the bet ter part of a day. Also 
discussed was the prom ot ional web site that this 
com m it tee is working on, which should be up and 
running within MODC’s site by January. This m ight 
entail a slight redesign of MODC’s exist ing site to 
accom m odate the new inform at ion and pages that will 
be affiliated with the prom ot ional inform at ion and 
links. The com m it tee is also entertaining a proposal to 
work with the local high schools to create an internship 
program that would work in conjunct ion with the 
state’s 12th Grade Opt ion program . More to com e on 
that as a sub com m it tee m eets in the near future to 
secure m ore details. The next m eet ing will take place 
on Decem ber 13th.        

(Continued on page 4) 
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W ELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Mr. Jam es S. Cusick , New York Life I nsurance 
Com pany/ Financial Services, 1 Channel Dr ive, # 311, 
Monm outh Beach, NJ, 07750, Phone:  732-229-0777, 
Fax:  ,E-m ail:  j cusick7@com cast .net 

Mr. Al Dom pieri, Manager, Blue Ridge Heat ing & 
Cooling, I nc., 212 At lant ic City Boulevard, Beachwod, 
NJ, 08722, Phone:  732-341-5744, Fax:  732-473-
1018, E-m ail:  bluer idgehvac@aol.com 

Mr. Steven Graziano, Technology Supervisor, 
Manasquan High School, 167 Broad St reet , 
Manasquan, NJ, 08736, Phone:  732-528-8820, Fax:  
732-528-0316, E-m ail:  sgraziano@m anasquanboe.org  

Ms. Debbie A. Meyer , Professor of Econom ics, 
Brookdale Com m unity College, 765 Newm an Springs 
Road, Lincroft , NJ, 07738, Phone:  732-224-2923, 
Fax:  732-919-7009, E-m ail:  dm eyer@brookdale.cc.
nj .us 

Mr. Jack V. Miller , Partner, Final Cut Crystal 
Awards & Gift s, 15 Cindy Lane, Ocean, NJ, 07712, 
Phone:  732-493-1737, Fax:  732-493-4044, E-m ail:  
j ackm iller@finalcut .com                                    

Program Com m it tee Meet ings  

(Note: m eet ings are held at the MODC office unless 
otherwise indicated)                           

Dec 21  Energy & Environm ent , 8: 15 am             
Jan 6     Non-profit , 8; 30 am                        

VNA of Cent ral Jersey, Red Bank             
Jan 17  Technology, 8: 30 am             
Jan 18   Cultural & Tourism , 8: 30 am             
Jan 19  Business Growth & Dev., 8: 30 am             
Jan 20   Educat ion Foundat ion, 8: 30 am  

MODC W EB SI TE ADVERTI SI NG  

M O D C n o w o f f e r s b a n n e r 
advert ising on our w eb site . The 
banner is located at the top of our 
hom e page and is available as an 
anim ated or fixed banner, w ith a 
hyperlink to your ow n w eb site 
hom e page. I f you are interested in 
m o r e d e t a i l s o n t h i s g r e a t 
a dve r t ising oppor t un it y , p lease 
contact Ben W aldron at the MODC 
office, or go to w w w .m odc.com . 

Rem inder… 
The MODC Mem bership Directory is available to 
m em bers free of charge at any t im e. We will 
send it to you elect ronically or in hard copy for-
m at on request . Just call or e-m ail the office to 
obtain your copy. The directory is updated with 
new m em bers, addresses and phone num bers 
daily, so ask for a current copy now. 

I f you are interested in learning m ore 
about the m ission and object ives of 
MODC’s program com m it tees, click on 
the follow ing w eb address link: w w w .
m odc.com / involved.htm l. 

 
At the Holiday Sea-
son our thoughts 
turn gratefully to 
those w ho have 
m ade our progress 
possible. There is no 
t im e m ore fit t ing to 
say THANK YOU and 
to w ish you and your 
fam ily a Happy Holi-
day Season   
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